256      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Augustine's first Donatist document is a letter to a bishop of the sect named Maximinus, written in the year 392.    It is a courteous, if not friendly letter, greeting Maximmus as c most beloved and honourable  brother.'    In the following year he wrote his popular ballad against the sect and his work Contra Epistotam Donati.    In the same year a provincial synod, which met  at Hippo,  dealt gently and  temperately with   the question,  and decided to allow Donatist priests to retain their functions after conversion if they had not  re-baptized,1 and if they brought their congregations with them.   In 397 a Council of Carthage discussed the question of admitting to the service of the altar converts who had received Donatist baptism in their infancy.     Legates were sent to ask the opinion of the bishops of Rome and Milan (the two  being put on a  quite equal footing);   and when these prelates opposed the idea, the Africans quietly disregarded their opinions  (though they sent further legates to convince them), and adopted the practice.   The fact that some of their churches had ' not even an unlettered   deacon' to  serve
1 The Donatist practice of repeating the baptism and orders given by the Caecilianists was now one of the chief rocks of offence. They held that the Catholic ' orders' were not valid, coming originally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
